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“Black” Clergy Take
on Vows of Monk,
While “White” Priests
Constitute a Secular
Clergy — The Priests
of Petrograd—Bishops
Are Men of Piety and
Learning — A Famous
Nunnery Just Outside
Moscow.

HEY are fighting
for the Blavs, for
holy Russia,” said
an Englishman, a
few weeks ago, in
Moscow, while he
end a War corre-
spondent stood
talking on a bal-
cony that over-
looked Theater
Square.
who spoke had
teen in the same city Iin Russia dur-
Ing the war with the Japanese, and as
» mighty crowd of peasants now came
sweeping down the streets, he sug-
zested to the correspondent that they
follow the wildly singing thromg to
the Holy Gate, where the bishop was to
uless them.
The night was heavy and rain was in
the air, the lights were dim, and the
rhanting peasants, who now and then
“roke off to slng the Marseillalse or to
shout for the czar, looked, In the eyes
f the two Englishmen, like medieval
men of the steppes come back to life
n the llght of a spiritual fervor that
+as shaking the very foundations of
‘heir olden country.
As they reached the shrine and the
nishop came out of his hour of prayer
there for the success of Russia's strug-
:zle, students were bldden to bring
the sacred ikon of the Blessed other.
Then the governor arrived, and the
Sishop, in emblagoned robes, with the
kon held before him, began a prayer
‘or the safety of the land of the Slavs.
“The peasants wera kneellng on the
obblestones, in the mist and rain, with
r vy=r worshipfully on the ikon.
1# the prayer was finished they rose
ek w1 rh=nt, and as they
reached their feet the mong of prayer
and praise and hope for Russia had he-

rome a far-resounding anthem. The
bishop stood there with the Ilkon
eternly heid before them and pro-

nounced his blessing. As the chant-
Ing ceased, one giant of a fellow, with
a shock of yellow hair hanging like
an aureole about his head, volced the
very being of his fellows in eyery cor-
ner of Russia when he cried: *Now 1
ran fight!”

The sight of the tkon was the final
apur.
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In the orthodox church of Rusaia,
which most peopla think ef as having
one creed, discipline and form of rites,
there are two separate and distinet
nrders of clergy. The ecclesaiastic
whose somber apparel proclaims him of
the “black™ clergy has taken the vows
of a monk, while the “white” priests
-onstitute a secular clergy, are re-
;uired to live among the people and
10 mMAarry.

Contrary to a natural assumption of
"atholic er Protestant, the Russian
priest does not aet as a spiritual ad-
viser, and never greu:hu 8 sermon.
“He is an official,” writes a traveler
studying the customs of the Siavs,
“whose duty it is to perform compli-
cated ceremonies, administer sacra-
ments, read prescribed prayers and
convey benedictions.” As a seminarist,
where he is a candidate for the robe
and cassock of the chureh of the czar,
the future "white” clergyman is not
compelled to study other than with
the attitude, say, of an American stu-
dent of engineering; when the semi-
narist graduates he is geing to per-
form certain intricate services, and he
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OYALTY'S last holiday is the
title that might well be writ-
ten on the tale of the trip to
the Canadian west on which
the Duke of Connaught and

/s family were engaged when the war
in Europe called them suddenly home
10 Ottawa.

In this great war the human side of
royalty, to a degree at least, has been
lost =ight of. Belligerent nationa have
been individuallzed in their monarchs.
The national sins and the national vir-
tues have been saddled equally upen
monarchs, until they arre either mon-
<ters or demlgods, according to the
partisan view, and all of the royal fam-
lies share in the reputation attributed
e the rulers.

It cannot be a happy time for Euro-
pean royal familles, closely intermar-

ied as they are, their lives and their
{uture in the lap of the gods, the whole
system of royalty threatened. No
worse, perhaps, than the eendition of
their subjects, but certainly, at least
from their viewpoint, little better.

-
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Just human people are these scions
of relgning houses. They love and live
very much as other people do. And
nothing in recent years has exhilbited
the human side of royalty better than
the suddenly interrupted tour of the
‘onnaught family in the waest.

The Duke of Connaught., otherwise
!'rince Arthur of the reigning housa of
Britain, is Governor General of Cana-
da. A son of the late Queen Vietoria,
he I8 a brother of the present dowager
“mpress of Germany, mother of the
waiser; was brother of the Jate King
Fdward of England, and {s uncle of
King George of England and also of
the kaiser. In greater and lesser de-
xree his relationships extend into the
royal famliliea of all European reigning
houses.

By training and profession he is a
=oldier, and, according to military au-
thorities, 2 very good soldler, too. For
vears he was commander-in-chief of
the British land forces, but now his
other duties prevent his engaging In
hostilities, which must bs a matter of
regret to him.

The duke is nmnow reunding out his
term of office as governor general, or
viceroy, of Canada. He was to have
heen succeeded this autumn by Prince
Arthur of Teck, but the war has in-
terfered.

Two years ago the dyke, his family
and a party of officiala of the viceregal
court at Ottawa discovered for them-
srlves the Canadian west, which is
very much the same as the American

vest. It was a new and unconven-
‘ional experience for them. Basfore
.etting ready to return to Britaln the
family decided to have one more look
4t that land, and so in early July they

. tarted.
in w ths duke, the

the party were
duchess and their beautiful dsughter,
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must be acquainted with their
mechanism.

*

* *
Strikes in Russian seminaries are

said to be common events, and to take
no little space In the newspapers. One
tale is told of the closing of a semi-
nary by the bishop in charge because
the boys insisted on going to the the-
ater, eating and drinking certain for-
bidden things, etc. During the latter
part of the course each student must
spend Bome time looking about for a
glrl whom he desires to wed, because
before he can be ordalned he must
have taken the vows of matrimony.
He cannot, however, ever hope to be a
bishop; only the celibates undergoing
preparation for membership in the
“black” clergy are eliglble to take the
vows of monasticiam.

Boclety in St. Petersburg does not
recognize clergymen. It is sald that
one might live for years In the city
now called Petrograd and never meet
a priest. To the Catholic adherent this
seems particularly strange, for mod-
ern tralning of the heads of Roman
churches embraces definite culture,
and that of the clergy of Russia is
reported to be so sadly wanting that
not even a roughly hewer education Is
necessary for candidacy. The budding
ecclesiastic in most countries rather
looks the part, but the Russian semi-

The man/narist has more the appearance of a

youthful militarist, well dressed and
not a little prankish. One young man
who could thus be described had a fine
volce, goes the story, and his family
was hoping he might be made an arch-
deacon on this account. "“A Russian
is a deacon who can sing better than
his fellows.”

The orthodox church reqguires the
presence of a deacon for the perform-
ance of every service, so that numbers
of Slavic clergymen after becoming
deacons do not strive to be ordained
priests, but seem to prefer being the
connecting link between the nave and
the chancel, the congregation and priest.
Thus In time of public worship. But
when the great gate of some towering
cathedral is closed and litanies of the
liturgy are to be chanted the deacon
takes up his positiop before that gate
and majestically begina the somber

song of his prayer. There is a special
prayver for the royal family, and away
down the street can be heard the
closing bars of the song as It rises to
a wonderful ecr do and lingers, as
if the suppliant were reluctant to stop
begging blessinge for the Little Fa-
ther's household.

*
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A priest does not of necessity posseas
a sonorous veice, for not only does he
not sing, but he does mot preach. Ser-
mons are seldom heard in the orthodox
church of Russia. By the peasants and
many others of higher or lesser de-
gree the priests are supposed to have
“the evil eye,” but this belief does not
seem to keep the ecclesiast.c and his
flock from being on most friendly terms,
the basic reason for this probably be-
ing that the minister, particularly In
the country districts, ls decidedly one
of the people and is both parson and
farmer.

The “white” clergyman ia partly paid
for his services by the state—$200 a
as an average—and his parish-

year i =
loners pay him additionally for indi-
vidual services, such as wmarriages,
christenings, burlals, etc. St. John's

day is one of income for him, for ordi-
narily no less than a third of the men
of the parish are named John, and
each of these expects a prayer and
benediction bestowed upon him, a coin
to the priest in each case. In soma
little towns bread is collected by the
priest, who goes about for this purpose
with a big wheelbarrow, and often at
the end of the day finds himself with
as much bread in his kitchen as the
parishloner has firewood in his shed.
One visitor to Russia could not hellp
laughing outright when he saw a day's
collection of _bread In the friendly
priest's kitchéh, and his host smiling-
1y explained that he did not have such
a terrible appetite —it was the pigs
who got most of the bread.

Some churches possess an icon that
is reputed to work miracles, and such
a church is indeed fortunate, for con-
siderable money is made by the priest
for carryving the little picture held
sacred to the homes of the sick or to
a place where some new undertaking
is about to be launched, the benedlec-
tion of the church upon a commerclal
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“BLACK” MONK
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A ROYAL PARTY VISITS WESTERN CANADA
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SOWING CORN.

PRINCESS PATRICIA ON INDIAN

PONY NEAR LAHE LOUISE,

C.

PHOTO BY THE DUCHESS OF CONNAUGHT,

Princess Patricia. European princesses
as & rule are not noted for their love-
liness. Princess Patricia is an excep-
tion. Furthermore, she Is famed for
her willfulness, her unconventionality,
her wit and her charm of manner
quite s much as for her beauty. Gos-
sip in years past has married her oft
to half the eligible princes in Europs,
but the Princess Pat, as she 18 af-
fectionately termed, refuses to consent
to any mere “state marriage,” and her
heart Is still her own. Spinsterhood,
at least so far, has no terrors for her.
Another member of the party wWas
Col. Henry Cecil Lowther, D. B. O,

of the Beots Guards, the duke's mlli-
tary secretary, a distinguished soldier
and, as Washington found him when he
visited the city with the duke twe
years ago, a pollshed gentleman. It
wag Col. Lowther, it will be remem-
bered, who, beside Ambassador Bryce,
was the duke’'s only attendant when
the duke paid his famous visit to the
National Press Club in Washington.
Direct from the Canadian ockies,
when the war broke out and the tour
abrupty closed, Col. Lowther hurried
home to England. There he jolned his
regiment and was in the first British
expedition to join the allles. And there,

A BISHOP OF RUSSIAN ORTHODOX

enterprise belng a matter not to be
smiled at even by unbelievers.

“Nobody so cherished as a priest's
wife,” is a proverb of the now war-
stricken Galicia, where the Uniats also
have a married priesthood. Both there
and In Russia the priest may not
marry the second time. Left with a
brood of children, not only would he
miss the companionship of his wife,
but now must neede he both wage-
earner and nurse.

3
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Since 1905 the Czar of Russia has
held no claim to juriediction over the
creeds of his people. Before that date
Russians who left the orthodox church
might be exiled. It is sald that when
Nicholas adopted this policy of tolera-
tion a Moscow editor of the ultra-con-
servative type declared that his sover-
elgn had ruined the church, but In-
stead It seems to have put new life into
tha clergy through the influence they
may now exert when their own ef-
forts count for something and their
congregations are made up of those
who really want to be at worship there,

John of Kronstadt, who comforted the
last hours of Alexander III, was a
great favorite in his time. He waa con-
stantly waylaid on the streets for a
blessing, and seldom did he make a
speech in public that he was permitted
to walk up to the platform, but was
rushed there upon the shoulders of two
stalwarts, for had he attempted to
walk through the vast crowd he would
never have reached the platform be-
cause of those who loved his benedic-
tions. When he died and was brought
for burial to St. Petersburg hordes of
people knelt in the ralnswept streets
while the funeral cortege slowly pags-
ed. “I have often thought I was some-
thing of & usurper,” sald a certain
writer who had visited this popular
priest in his home, ‘for once as 1 sat
by him he threw his arm affectionately
around my shoulders as we talked, and
many a Hussian peasant would have
walked a thousand miles and given all
he possessed to be in the place 1 oe-
cupied."”

Description of the setting of the great
monastery of the “black” clergy, the
Troitske Lavra, ia too perfect to pass
without direct quotation: "On the ris-
ing ground across the valley rose a plle
of buildings with domes and minarets

in one of the very firat engagements
in which the British took part, he wasg

killed in battle. Death already ha3s
entered the ranks of the vice regal
party.

In the west two years ago and again
in July the Connaught party played
and frolicked in “the natlonal play-
ground,” climblng mountains at Banfl,
visiting the glaciers, riding cow ponies
over rough trails and glorying in the
delights of the unspoiled American
Alps. Care was taken to give them a
large measure of privacy, and, though
they remained for a few days at some
of the hotels at the better kmown re-
sorts, most of the time was spent in
the wilds of the national park, where
they had their own camps, just as they
had two years before.

On the earller irip the party went
through to the Paclfic coast and there,
by steamer, crulsed through the bean-
tiful fjords, sounds and mountain-lined
passcges of the great inland sea that
spreads through the coasts of British
Columbia and Alaska. The intention
was to repeat the sea trip this year,
but the unexpected ending of the tour
prevented.

Both two years ago and this year the
individual membera of the party car-
ried camerar and, just llke ordinary
tourists, delighted in taking unconven-
tional photographs of one another.
Great albums in government house at
Ottawa are filled with these souvenirs
of what the Princess Pat has declared
to be the finest holldays she ever had.
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Perhapa the most notable picture of
the collection, and the one which has
created more fun among the princess'
many relatives In the courts of Europe,
ie the one that deplcts her astride. a
western cayuse, or cow pony, beside a
tiny mountain lake in the Rocklea,

Princess Pat, who is a “movle fan,”
while in the mountains arrayed herselr
in the garb the movies told her was
worn by the cowgirls and the women
of the west, the herolnes of the moving
pleture drama. And this pieture, which
depicts her as a veritable “queen of
the movles,” is very tender to her heart,

But all that fun and frolicking is far
behind the Connaught family. All are
now back in Ottawa, busy at the mani-
fold duties the war has thrust upon
sclone of royalty. The duke himself ig
taking a keen professional interest.in
the ralsing of the Canadlan contingents
for the war, and s assisting In the
work in many ways. One of the regi-
ments raised took the name of “The

Princess Patricla’'s Own Light Infan-
try,” and the princess worked for it
hergelf the great silken embroidered
regimental flag which she presented to
the regiment before it departed.

The duke, the duchess and the Prin-
cess Patricia alse were to the front in
organizing the movement which re-
sulted in a hospitel ship being fur-
nished by popular Canadian subscrip-
tion to the allies. Other activities of a
like nature continue to engage them.

:{,‘
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of blue and apple-green and milk-
white and gold, standing within the
ramparts cut by nine red towers."
Every year 100,000 people make pil-
grimages there. ©St. Serge warn the
founder, and the impressive galeway
of the monastery is decorated in 'fresco
with scenes from his life.

*

* *

There are thirteen churches within
the inclosure, and the monks, instead
of following the liturgy, frequently
atand in the nave, bowing and crossing
themselves from time to time. In the
courtyvard there are always pilgrima
drinking from the spring they consider
sacred. A stone's throw away from
thesn are the broad ramparts that early
in the seventeenth century 30,000 Pollsh
soldlers besleged for a period of six-
teen months, all to no avalil,

Some of the monks' cells look out on
these impenetrable walls, and no earlier
than in 1912 one traveler, overcome by
the spirit of investigation, dared knock
at the door of one of these cells. Ready
for any rebuff he might receive, he
stood there, rather stiffly braced, in-
tending to get a gllmpse of one of the
cells of the Lavra, if no more. His
quick unbending can be lmagined when,
after two monks with long flowing
beards and dressed in loose black
robes had appeared in the doorway,
they exclaimed that the traveler's pres-
ence was of extraordinary interest, de-
clared they knew he was English, and
straightaway asked him what the capi-
tal of England was.

The Briton managed to reply that the
capital was London, and was told that
that also was interesting, that they had
known the name of the capital of
France, but would he kindly give them
the name of the capital of Germany?
“And Chicago is the capital of America,
isn't it?" The traveler, being in a gay
humor by thle time, ventured to tell
the monks that New York was usually
the capital of America.

Each of these monks, living in as per-
fect ignorance of the world and its
affairs as if, indeed, the ramparts of
their retreat might even in the
twentleth century bhe stormed by an-
other 30,000 soldiers without result, re-
ceive $200 annual pocket money, be-
sides extra fees for special officiating.
They have very few duties, and aside
from a few services each one is called

Uncle Sam’s Mail Service Little Affected by War
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ESPITE the great war which
is going on across the Atlan-
tic, and although the very
mention of the sea at pres-
ent is encugh to bring to the

more timid visions of submarines, tor-
pedoes and floating mines, Uncle Sam
remains steadily “on the job" earrying
mail to the countries where the comn-
flicts are taking place.

From fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters, cousins and friends in this
country to those living wlithin the

boundaries of the warring nations, and
vice wersa, he has carried thousands
upon thousands of communications.
Upon his broad shoulders he has borne
countless numbers of mail pouches
with legions of missives of cheer,
anxiety, hope, sorrow and prayer for
the safekeeping of those in the terri-
tory where shot are flying and bombs
are dropping from the clouds.

The fact that shipping conditions
during the last few months have un-
dergone a remarkable, an almost un-
believable change, mail facilities be-
tween the Unlted States and the coun-
trlea now at war have hardly been af-
fected In an appreclable degree. True,
there have been changes In some of the
routes, sailings have not been ag reg-
ular, and, in some instances, the ves-
sels aré not making as good time as
usual, but everything rconsidered the
mall service has retained a remarkable
degree of efficiency and the casual ob-
server would notice but few differences
in time.

* F

Part of the efficiency of the great
United States mail machine in the pres-
ent crisis {4 due to the fact that Con-
grees has glven to the Postmaster Gen-
eral wide discretion in the matter of
handling foreign mails. He has been
able In the present emergency to take
such steps as he deemed advisable
without having to awalt the action of
higher powers. Thus it was that when
the ships of the German lines, which
had been carrying a large part of the
mails across the sen, ceased to make
their regular runs it was possible to
have their share of the work done by
other vesgsela.

Prior to the war transatlantic malls
were started from New York Tuesadays,
Wedneadays, Thursdays, Fridays an
Saturdays—five days a week. At pras-
ent three or four sailings are made,
but instead of being spread out over
nearly the entire week, they frequently
are made close together—sometimes
two or more on one day. The ship-
ment of the mails Is dependent on the
movement of the vessels.

Although plans are made ahead of
time, sallings are subject to change
without notice. Each day the division
of foreign mails of the FPost Office De-
partment {8 notified by *he postal au-
thorities of New York as to when
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upon to preside over during the day,
thelr lives are idle. To the western
mind such mongastic life is almost in-
comprehensible, for never were there
harder workers than some of the monks
and nuns in the rellgious retreats with
which we are famillar.

#*
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“The government and the ecclesiastical
authorities seem to be aware that lack
of employment is a prime cause of dis-
orders In monasteries In Russia,” says
one writer. A church circular was is-
sued a few yeare ago pointing to the
possible evils of idle life in religious
houses, and orders were given for the
dismissal of all servants, and vodka
WAaSB anncunced as prohibitory. Kwvass,
made from black bread, is 2 mild and
refrashing beverage still drunk by some
of the ‘“black” priests.

Outside the great.gates of the ancient

¥ra a student traveler recently came
upon a novice buying fruit at a bit of
a stall, and he Invited the stranger
into his cell for tea. It was little less
than startling, according to the guest,
who wrote of it later, to he told that
his host had until recently been a tele-
graph clerk, that there had been a big
strike among the operators, with no
hope of early settlement, and he had
decided “it was rather a good ldea to
become & monk.”

Though it seems to be a unique case
to discover an educated priest, this
same traveler happened to meet one
the first time he had occasion to talk
with one of the orthodox clergy. And
though he never met another, it seems
that his experlence with all he met
was the same—each one was honestly
astonished to find that their wisitor
supposed they of the Troitska Lavra
were much of the time engaged in
study and prayer. They curiously asked
him what they should be presumed to
study, and even the scholarly priest, a
Lutheran officer of the army who had
turned clergyman, Inquired just what
was meant by the term “mental pray-
ar.” When he was informed that it
was “prayer without books"” the ox-
officer replied, quite without uderstand-
ing, that there were services for all
occasions. There are liturgical writ-
inga that are really llterary, and pos-

T and
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sess marvelous spiritual beauty, but
they are exceedingly intricate to fol-
low, and very long and tedious, so that
a bishop reciting prayer is privileged
to sit amid his congregation and in-
dulge in conversation with one of his
priests while the choir iz out at the
gates singing an anthem that may be
heard in both street and cathedral.

Deacons of the church are not com-
manded to preserve silence during serv-
ice, and during the evening aservice,
when very long scriptural readings are
the rule, these officers may form little
groups for the discussion of any sub-
ject they choose The congregation
clergy relax, and the reading,
though interrupted, does not stop, nor
does it seem to be heeded to any ex-
tent.

*
x *

In convents and monasteries the
nune or monks who are not officiating
stand at varlous points about the
church and bow and cross themselves
from time to time. All of which, says
the traveler who was writing of It
seems to bespeak a physical rather
than an intellectual view of worship,
though, he adds, there must be many
monasterties where things are some-
what different.

The bishops, with few exceptions, ars
men of plety and learning. Antonious
of Petrograd has the reputation of be-
ing a Baint. He lives austerely. and
his black robe is entirely without or-
nament. When he drives, in a plain
little carr'age that has replaced the
magnificent coach and five horses that
hir predecessor was wont to use, only
his white henddress and its cross of
diamonds belray his présence in pass-
ing. His life is sald to have been a
tragic one, and he .to have turned
ascetic. Sometimes his wonderful
flower garden ia found stripped of
every blossom, not a rose or a llly left,
for his people think he s holy and
that even the flowers at his feet will
hewl the sick.

Now and then there are ascetics who
become Involved in politics, and there

was one a few vears ago, Humble
1liodor, prlor to Tsaritzin, who de-
manded in an article in a Moscow

newspaper the execution of the famous
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steamships are to depart. Usually
these sailings are noted by mail, but
when necessary the information is
wired to the Washington headquarters,

The malls to and from Germany and
Austria-Hungary are the most affected
by the hostilities. Under former con-
ditions the mail for these two coun-
trles went by way of Great Britaln
and France. Now these routes ara
closed to the dual kingdom, however,
and shipments have to go by Italian,
Holland or Scandinavian ports. This
means a difference in time, of course,
as it takes longer for mail to go
around by Naples than it does to go
direct via Liverpool or Plymouth.

Becauge of the greater care which
must now necessarily be used in cross-
ing the Atlantle, and because of the
fact that vessels are halted frequently
by cruisers and battleships, the ocean
liners are not making as good time now
as they do under more favorable cir-
cumstances.

*
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There is also another sidelight of in-
terest in the matter of time, although
this is a factor of which the postal
authorities have no definite informa-
tion. It is believed that in some of
the countries at least, nearly all the
handling of the mall 1= done by wom-
en, as the men are at the front under
arms. The women, belng inexperi-
enced in this work, would naturally
delay the delivery of the mail longer
than would men who were exper!l-
enced in handling it.

The lines over which the greater bulk
of the mail Is carried at present are
Agnerican, with which the post office
has a contract of one saililng a week,
now belng made Baturdays; the White
Star, the Cunard and the French lines.
These, together with the North Ger-
man Lloyd and the Hamburg lines, the
service of which has been discontinued,
also carried the bulk of the mails in
the days of peace.

The mail i3 also being transported on
the Italian lines leaving New York, the
Danish-American, the Scandinavian-
American, the Norwegian - American,
the Holland-American and the Russian-
American.

Although these vessels are stopped
time and time again by cruisers of the
belllgerents the mails seem to remain
gafe, In a number of instances, when
reperviats of one country were taken
ag prisoners by the powers with whom
their own country was at war, the mail
going to the hostile country was undis-
turbed. Since the powers in the triple
alliance have contrel of the sea and
have taken #all German and Austrian-
Hungarian remervists fromn the vessels
whenever they were found, none of the
mail clerks now on the transatlantic
liners are natives of either of those
countries.

»
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The mail is put on board the ships at

either end of the route in sealed bags,

and though these bags are opened on
shipboard for assorting, they are again

A RUSSIAN PILGRIM.

placed In sealed bage before reaching
port. So far no complaints have reach-
ed the Post Office Department of this
country that the mails have been tam-
pered with by officers of any warship
halting the liners for inspection.

The responsibility of this country
ends when the mall is delivered at the
proper port. It is the duty of the coun-
try to which the port belongs to see
that the pouches of mail reach their
proper destination, or If going to an-
other country, are passed on in good
shape to that nation.

While no figures have yet been gath-
ered by the Fost Office Department to
show just what difference exists hetween
the amount of mail matter carried at the
present time and during normal condi-
tlons, it is known that the mails now are
considernbly lighter. Prcbably the chief
reason for this is the fact that less Is
written now, particularly on the other
slde, where all hands are working direct-
Iy or Indirectly for the protection of the
respective countries involved.

The fact that industries have come to
a standstill has had much to do with re-
duelng the quantity of business mail car-
ried back and forth. Nor does so much
printed matter, surh as papers and mag-
azines, come to this country now.

The parcel post is not proving so pop-
ular At present, either, us It was a short
time ago. Almost at the gutset o hos-
tilitles both Germany and France asked
thiat that branch of the postal service
between this country and themselves be
suspended. Althcugh similar requests
have not been made by the other nations
the amount of matter carried by this
branch of the service has greatly dlmin-
ished.

*
* *

Schedules for the shipment of mail to
the countries of Europe are made up
about & month in advance under the di-
rection of Robert 1. Maddox, superin-
tendent of forelgn mails. ‘These are
printed in the form of large posters about
the middle of each month. With the
rapld and frequent changes of sailing
dates, as previously noted, these bul-
letins are soon thickly interlined with
memoranda of these shifts

Close by SBupt. Maddox In his office in
the Post Office Department buillding are
maps showing the routes over which the
steamships sall, the ports at which they
land and the shortest distances between
the various coypiries. Here may be seen
at a glance how mall can be sent easiest
io any country from a vessel golng over
# certain route.

Likewise, the time required upder nor-
mal conditions for a ship to eover one of
these routes i8 kmown. This time and
the time it now takes for mail to reach
this country can easily be compared. So
far, however, the delays have been so
slight In view of existing conditicns that
little thought has been devoted to them.
The main idea has been to keep the let-
ters, the parkages and all other forms
of correspondence moving regularly.

No difficulties have yet been experi-
enced—or at least so0 far as recorded at
the department—on the Pacific ocean.
Mail gting to the far east is belng sent
regularly from San Francisco, and
Vancouver.

The scheliule for another month 15 new

o

:\_-L Witte. This was because the
c::-la.ck;‘ ct];:nmm bellh-::d this man,

ose to emperor, unduly In-
fluenced him in causing him to :ﬂln-
quish a part of his theory of *“divine
right.” Iliodor meemed to Imagine that
the orthodox church would be destroyed
if the czar were no longer in the minds
of the people the direct representative
of God and the kinsman of

-
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This monk had a marvelous following
on account partly of the austerity of
his life, and he proceeded to stir uwp
sarious trouble. His disciples and
friends, when he was ordered from tha
city to the abbotship of a rural mon-
astery some distance from Tsarlitsin,
came and camped about his retreat in
A quiet part of the town. As he de-
clined to go away and his harangues
[tl'l the open air to become more violent,
he governor feared sending soldiera
for his removal, for dread of the
hl::uf:shed which might follow. "

Jlast a group of women i v
:;':_lmlr“qllcﬂ.ﬂ th];; czar to e 5

in ] loved Tiaritzin. Such
i"h""encl'. though granted, was to be of
ort duration, for soon the monk's
became more exciting to the
s everybody and everything con-
et with other religlous or politi
nd\"ws than his own were indicted.
iﬁ ]Dl‘eaﬂl'l'll}' Humble 1lodor, sesem
ngly humble no longer, was banishe:i
toha lonely monastery far from those
;liro::.-loved to listen to his denuncia-

A year or two ago, In a nunnery out-
side Moscow, the Nove Dyevitchry. 2«-
nowned in the history of Russia and
beautiful with anowwhite fortifications
and dull red towers, an aged nun asked
an Englishman who was exploring the
vicinity If the were any nuns in -
land. She was told there wers nund
of the Catholic Church there. “W.
have nothing to do with them,” was=
the answer, followed fmmedlitely by o
query as to what particular garb they
might wear. Severe, unadorned black.
quite nuaturally, s the dress of the sls-
ters of the “black clergy.”

The voicea of these nuns are unusu-
ally fine, and did a wolce carry the
Possibilities of power among them that
it does among the men of the “white"
clergy, nearly every Russian nun
might be eligible for the post of dea-
conness. There mre few schools in
connection with the numerous convents
of the empire, and this is another dif-
ference in the eastern and western
conception of monasticism.

E ]
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There are numbers of wonderfully
fine teachers of the languages, of mu-
sic, painting and the domestic arts, in
western convents. The gister of Tol-
-stol, who gave up philanthropic and
social life in the capital of her country
to become a nun, was deeply versed in
music and milssed it sorely, but the
only time that she was known to have
expreased dissatisfaction with any par:
of the life she had chosen was during
a visit to her brother, when a musiclan
was playing for the enjoyment of the
author. “If there were only music lu
the convent, but they would not llke
it, they would not like it," she said.

The changes that have come [nto
weslern monasticism are not compre-
hended in Russia. The rullngs of St
Benedict acted as the code of early
England. With one exception, no Fran-
cis, Ignatius or Phillip Neri has ar-
rived to change in Russia the even an
cient ruling of St. Basil, to conform
more closely to any development of
that country. This exception lies in
the establishing in 1910 of the Convent
of Mary and Martha, by a sister of the
cgarina. It is in a secluded sectin:
of the city of Moscow, and its nuns de
vote themselves to churitable work
The grand duchess is said to emplo:
much of her office toward the care of
disabled soldiers, and a friend of hers
a Russian princess, to perform the du
ties of scrubwoman.

To the minds of people of other
Christian netions it does not seem in
the least remarkable that the sistera”
of a convent should manage such &
home for injured soldiers, another ref-
uge for tubercular patients, & hospita!
for very poor women, that they should
offer to the publie a dispensary anddg
install a free library, but in Russia,
even now, after four years of success
in the Convent of Mary and Martha,
the average Inhabitant of Moscow, In
whose midst the nunnery stands, doen
not belleve in the permanency of the
movement.

_Only a member of the imperial fam-
ily could have even dreamed of found-
ing a new religious order in Russin.
The ecclesiastical body, even, are =aid
to shake their heuds at the idea, and
not to give full approval in their
hearts. The grand duchess had the
reputation of being the most beautiful
woman in all Europe, in 1910, when she
entered and andowed the convent.

capt
leave the ol

just about complete; complete, that is
without the innumerable changes which
must be recorded from time to time i
the red Ink of the department. Uncle
Sam has set himself to the task of kee; -
ing up correspondance  hetween i
United States and the countries whe
conflicts are raging. And he I8 carryin-
out that task pretty nearly as though Le
wasn't aware a war is in progress b

German Shoes and Marching.

T Berlin there iz a government
museum devoted entirely to by -
giene, and among the exhibits are dif-
ferent kinds of shoes and bhoots, with
labels indicating their relative merit
for marching purposes,
There are two things which a Ger-
man officer cannot pardon: one {8 non-

etficiency of the soldler's rifle, th
other a n ill-fitted foot. In either case
the soldier is immediately punished,

being permitted to offer no excuses.

The secret of the uniform excellenca |
of the Germans as regards their
marching power lies in the training
they receive. When they enter their
company as recruits the first thing
impressed on their minds is the impor-
tance of the ghoe and rifle. No pains
are spared in giving the men comfort-
able footgear at the start, and they
are expected to look after it with un- |
flagging Interest.

In the spring, when the snow is off
the ground, marches are undertaken,
and these are regulated as carefully
as the strokes and courses of the col-
lege crew under the hands of the train-
er. Each day the men mearch a mila®
or so farther than the day before; sach
da!'t they carry ur‘n! their backs an ounce
or two more, and the speed th ares
able to maintain is carefully no:eym In
fact, the record of a company's march-
ing from day to day, until late In the
summer when they move into the open
country, is kept as minutely as If it
were a single picked company, trained
for a march or a competitive drill.

The Height Question.

GEN. ARTHUR MURRAY said at a

dinner in S8an Franciseo, apropos of
the height of soldiers:

“The British army has raised the
helght limit for volunteers to five feet 1
five. Short Britishers object to this—
and with reason.

“f¥or consider the Japanese. They
are incomparable socldlers. Yot the
five-foot limit would bar most of
them out.

“Conslder the Gurkhas, the hill tribe
soldlers of India. They are as ant
a8 the Japs, yet their height runs
from four feet eleven to five feet four.

“At one of the London recruiting
stations, just after the establishment
of the new rule, & short and chunky
East Ender who been rejectsd by
the examining surgeons pointed with a
scow] toward a taller East Ender who
had been aceepted and sald:

“:pw, look at him! An" I
‘is ‘sad off lawst Baturday night! ™




